RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
visits to Sidney Colvin, is supposed to have represented him in Attwater in The Ebb-Tide. To my mind he was more like Prince Florizel in The Dynamiters. He was a man of fine presence and distinguished manners, and, if he had kept the tobacconist shop in Rupert Street, he would have handed a packet of cigarettes over the counter with the air of a monarch presenting the insignia of a Knight of the Garter to one of his subjects.
Dew-Smith, too, was one of the best photographers of his day, and photographed many distinguished people : his portrait of Professor Cayley was a great success. His most important work, however, was starting a workshop in Cambridge for making scientific instruments. It is of the first importance that a laboratory where research is carried on should have a workshop connected with it. Each new piece of research generally requires apparatus which cannot be bought ready-made from the instrument-makers, but has to be made to order. This leads to delay, checks the progress of the research and increases the expense. At first the Physiological Laboratory had no workshop and no funds to equip one, or pay the wages of a skilled mechanic. Dew-Smith, at his own charge, took a small house in St. Tibbs Row not far from the Laboratory, fitted it up as a workshop, and engaged a very skilful mechanic named Pye, while he himself devoted a good deal of his time to the business side of the workshop and its superintendence. Pye himself was a bit of a "character " as well as a good workman ; he held very decided views about most things, including the merits of those for whom he was making apparatus. He expressed these views quite freely, to the great delight and amusement of his master.
The  workshop  was  very  successful.    It  began  by 286